
Guided Reading Alternatives to Round Robin 

Reading  

In the introduction of Good-Bye Round Robin Reading by Michael F. Opitz and 

Timothy V. Rasinski, we are given a scenario that involves round robin reading 

and the effect that it had on some teachers.  

Mr. Opitz used the round robin approach to oral reading and then instructed 

teachers to take out a piece of paper for a comprehension test that he would 

be giving. Teacher’s responses to this scenario were shared. The following 

include some of their responses: 

"I was trying to figure out the pattern so that I could prepare the part that I 

thought you would have me read." 

"The longer I had to wait, the more nervous I became." 

"The only thing I could remember was the sense of relief I felt when you 

called on someone else to read." 

Mr. Opitz used this scenario along with 

responses to give teachers some insight on how 

students feel when they are asked to 

participate in round robin reading. After 

sharing these thoughts, one person stated that 

they felt round robin reading shouldn’t be used 

because of the way it makes children feel and 

that it gives children the wrong idea about 

reading. Someone else mentioned that we are 

seldom asked to read this way in real life. We 

usually read silently, and when we do read orally 

before a group, we usually get a chance to 

rehearse by silently reading ahead of time. 

 

If round robin reading is so detrimental to children, why does it persist? Opitz 

and Rasinski state that they have found that tradition played a big role in the 

reasons that new teachers gave for using the round robin approach. They felt 

that they would be "rocking the boat" if they strayed away from tradition. 

Other teachers felt that round robin reading helps with classroom management 

while it is just the opposite in many classrooms. Another reason given for using 

round robin reading was that teachers feel they accomplish two purposes in 

one setting: 1.) students read the story and 2.) teachers simultaneously assess 

students’ reading.  



The fourth reason that Opitz and Rasinski have found is that teachers feel 

that it saves time. On the contrary, Armbruster and Wilkinson state that 

silent reading is faster and provides individuals time to reread without 

burdening other readers (Opitz and Rasinski, 1). The final reason that 

teachers gave for using the round robin reading approach was that they 

didn’t know what else to do (Opitz and Rasinski, 84-86). 

There are several alternatives to round robin reading. Pat Cunningham, 

Dorothy Hall, and James Cunningham mention several grouping options in 

their book Guided Reading The Four Blocks Way. Some of the options 

mentioned include shared reading, echo reading, (ERT) everyone read to, 

partner reading, teacher groups, coaching groups, three ring circus, book 

clubs, and novel teaming. You may refer to pages 24-26 in your new Reading 

Curriculum Guide for detailed descriptions of these different options.  

Other approaches suggested by Opitz and Rasinski in Good-bye Round Robin 

include choral reading (reading aloud together in unison), readers theater, 

recorded texts, and revised radio reading (students perform preselected 

portions of a text that they have had the opportunity to rehearse).  

As you can see, there are a variety of approaches and strategies that can be 

used in teaching reading. A balanced reading program incorporates all 

reading approaches realizing students need to use multiple strategies to 

become proficient readers. The exciting part is designing your program so 

that it is tailored to fit the different needs of all of your students. 

 


